Health Coalition for Children and Youth
American Diabetes Asso cia tion
A merican Lung A ssociation, W A Ch apter
Ben ton Fran kl in Communi ty He alth A lliance
Ceda r River Gro up
Child ren's A lliance

January 28, 2009
The Honorable Patty Murray
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4701

Childre n’s Home Socie ty o f Washington
Childre n’s Hospital and Regi onal Medical
Ce nte r
CHOICE Regi onal Health Network
Commun ities Conn ect
Community Hea lth Pl an
Community Health Netwo rk of W ashington
Community Mind ed Enterpr ise s
Gro up Health Co opera tive
King Coun ty P roject A ccess
Jewish Fed eration of Greater Se attle
Lu th eran Pub lic Po licy Office of
Washington State
Mar ch of Dimes, W A Cha pte r
Mar y Brid ge Ch ildre n’s Hospital - Mu ltiCare
Health System
Moli na Healthcare of Wa shin gton
Nationa l A ssociation of Pedia tri c Nurse
P ractition ers, WA Chapter
Nation al A ssocia tio n of Social Workers,
Washington State Ch apter
Northwest Hea lth La w Advocates
Northwest Interna tion al Health
A ction Coalitio n
P lanned P arentho od P ublic Poli cy Ne twork
of Washing ton
Publ ic Health - Seattle & K ing County
Sacred Heart Chil dren’ s Hospital
Schoo l Nu rse Or gani zation of W ashington
Se a Mar Communi ty Hea lth Centers
SE IU Hea lth ca re 1199 NW
SEIU WA State Cou ncil

Dear Senator Murray,
As the 111th Congress begins, states around the nation face
unprecedented economic crises and Congress faces the daunting task
of creating an economic stimulus package that protects and expands
basic infrastructure, creates jobs and stimulates spending. The Health
Coalition for Children and Youth urges your support for an economic
stimulus package that will help Washington avoid devastating health
care cuts that threaten to decimate our state’s health care
infrastructure and make the recession even worse.
Washington State faces a budget deficit exceeding $6 billion. To
balance our state budget we would need to cut current programs and
services by 30 percent. Many of the cuts proposed in the Governor’s
budget are to the very health care safety net programs upon which
people are relying as they lost their jobs. Even a planned expansion to
cover children up to 300% of the Federal Poverty Level has been
suspended—stepping away from the goal to Cover All Kids by 2010.
Proposed state budget cuts would eliminate insurance and reduce
access to care for thousands of Washingtonians, creating a cascade of
demand. Overloading clinics and emergency rooms will culminate in
higher insurance premiums that are typically passed on from alreadystruggling small and large employers to their employees. The
following components of a stimulus package would help provide
stability to our state’s health care safety net and the thousands of
individuals and families who rely upon it.
•

A temporary FMAP increase at the level originally proposed by
the Senate (8% across-the-board) with a requirement that
Medicaid eligibility levels cannot be more restrictive than they
were July 1, 2008.

•

Temporary funding to cover involuntarily unemployed
individuals and their families under Medicaid if their family
income is below 200% of the federal poverty level.

•

Flexibility for states to use premium assistance funds currently
slated for COBRA to also fund lower-cost interim insurance
coverage for the unemployed. Allowing the unemployed to
choose between premium assistance for their existing insurance
or the state’s Basic Health program will allow them to choose a
more affordable option for coverage.
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We appreciate your steadfast support of SCHIP reauthorization and the
qualifying states provision. We strongly urge your support for an
economic stimulus package that protects the health of Washingtonians
and maintains the core health care infrastructure in our state.
For more information contact Molly Belozer
206.515.7983 or molly.belozer@chnwa.org

