Home-Visiting Brochure
(If we use a brochure format, it would be ideal to have a headline or slogan)

Some ideas: Learning Begins at Home/The First Five Years Last Forever

Kids don’t come with a manual. But we know that the first five years of life are crucial to skill development for every child. Without that solid base, kids face lasting disadvantages when it comes to brain development, school readiness, and physical and mental health.
Voluntary evidence-based home visiting programs have a solid, proven track record of setting children up for success by closing the achievement gap, reducing abuse and neglect, and preparing children for school.

Home visiting programs provide regular, at home visits before and after birth from nurses or coaches to teach parenting skills, perform developmental checks, and help parents get their kids off to the right start with high-quality early care.

Call out box: 85% of our core brain development takes place in the first five years of life

While program models vary state to state, research shows remarkable results in long-term, controlled studies of home visiting programs. Children and families in home-visiting programs have shown a:

· 30% increase in high school graduation rates 
· 48% reduction in child abuse and neglect in at-risk families
· 59% reduction the risk that children will commit crimes as adolescents 
· 67% reduction in behavioral and intellectual problems at age six 

· 72% fewer convictions of mothers who participated in the program
Those impacts add up. One dollar invested in the highest-risk children and families in home visiting programs delivers as much as $5.70 in future savings in social welfare, mental health services, juvenile and criminal justice systems, and health care costs, according to a study by RAND Corporation.
Washington can currently serve only 2% of the eligible families who would choose to participate if there were enough early learning professionals and nurses to conduct the visits. Waiting until preschool is often too late for children facing the debilitating effects of poverty, and the longer we wait, the more difficult and expensive it is for these children to catch up to their peers.
For every family that can’t access needed home visiting services, the state faces a missed opportunity to close the achievement gap, a loss of untapped potential from not preparing the child for school, and the potential for unnecessary and avoidable costs down the road.
Call out box: One of the most rigorously-tested programs available in Washington, Nurse-Family Partnership, was found to provide a net return of more than $17,180 per family through reductions in crime, substance abuse, child abuse and neglect, teen pregnancy, and public assistance.

With federal health care reform, states have a new opportunity to bolster their home visiting work. Federal lawmakers have taken notice of the range of outcomes that evidence-based home visiting programs provide, and have put their money where the research is – committing to providing states with $1.5 billion for home visiting programs over the next 5 years. But it will take continued support from state lawmakers, business leaders, and community members to ensure that all Washington’s communities can realize the many benefits home visiting programs provide. 
Let’s continue to build on what we’ve done creating a brighter future for our children, schools, communities and families in Washington by investing in home visiting services. 
